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involving all the supernatural histories of antiquity in
a general suspicion and contempt. That Palladius
has put in writing a report of a hyena's asking
pardon of a solitary for killing sheep, and of a
female turned by magic into a mare, or that one of
the Clergy of Uzalis speaks of a serpent that was seen
in the sky, will appear no reason, except to vexed
and heated minds, for accusing the holy Ambrose of
imposture, or the keen, practised, and experienced
intellect of Augustine of abject credulity.5
, . 114. Nor is there anything strange or startling in
this mixture of fable with truth, as appeared from
what was said on the subject in a former page. It as
little derogates from the supernatural gift residing in
the Church that miracles should have been fabricated
or exaggerated, as it prejudices her holiness that
within her pale good men are mixed with bad.

.' " Ambrose occupies a high position among the Fathers;
and there was a vigour and dignity in his character, as well
as a vivid intelligence, which must command respect; but in
proportion as we assign praise to the man individually, we
condemn the system which could so far vit/'ate a noble mind,
and impel one so lofty in temper <to act a part which heathen
philosophers would utterly have, abhorred.... Under the
Nicene system, Bishops in the great cities could stand up in
crowded churches, without shame, and with uplifted hands
appeal to Almighty God in attestation of that, as a miracle,
which themselves had brought about by trickery, bribes, and
secret instructions/' Ancient Christ part vii. pp. 270, 271.
" He [Augustine] was the dupe of his own credulity, not the,
machinator of fraud." P. 318.